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English Year 9 Learning Overview

	Autumn Term
	Spring Term
	Summer Term

	Topic: Blood Brothers 
Focus
Read and listen to the play

Character studies 

Explore the context – Liverpool in the 1960s and 1980s

Class
Poverty
Gender roles
Discrimination 

Stagecraft 

Language analysis 


	Topic: Raising Your Voice: Writing for Audience and Purpose
Focus

Discrimination

Inspirational speakers: Barack Obama, Martin Luther-King, Greta Thunberg, Emma Watson.
Human Rights 

Current Affairs 

Speech writing 

Writing from a viewpoint 

Irony
Extended metaphors 

Rhetorical devices 

Literary Allusion 


	Topic: Shakespeare Romeo and Juliet
Focus

Watch the Baz Luhrmann version of Romeo and Juliet 
Context – Patriarchy, fate, religion in Elizabethan England 

The writer’s craft and intentions 

Explore language, structure and form 

Explore Aristotle’s aspects of Tragedy 

Motifs and symbolism 



	Topic: Creative Writing 
Focus

Memoir writing 
Creating ‘The hook’
Exaggerate and elaborate 

Foreshadowing 

Different endings – cyclical, the twist and the cliffhanger

Use a wide range of punctuation accurately 

	Topic: Raising Your Voice: Poetry
Focus

Maya Angelou Still I Rise
Pride Poetry 

June Jordan – Poem about my Rights 

Explore language, structure and form 

Study the context of poems

Respond to an ‘unseen’ poem 
	Topic: Tales from the Unexpected – Roald Dahl Short Stories 
Focus

Read a selection of Roald Dahl Short Stories 
Explore language, structure and form

Explore patterns in language – motifs and symbolism 

Analyse extracts and key quotes 




