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History Learning Overview Xenon

	Autumn Term
	Spring Term
	Summer Term

	Topic: Who were the Anglo-Saxons and what was Britain like before 1066?
Focus: 
Who were the British before 1066?

Who were the Anglo-Saxons?

What was Anglo-Saxon life like?

Why is this period sometimes called ‘the Dark Ages’?


	Topic: ‘Trouble at the Top’: How much power did Medieval Kings really have?
Focus:
What challenges were faced by Medieval Kings?

Why did Henry II and Thomas Becket fall out?

What were the consequences of Becket’s death?

Why was King John so unpopular?

What was the Magna Carta?

Why is the Magna Carta significant?

Why were the peasants revolting in 1381?

To what extent was the Peasants Revolt successful?
	Topic: How far did the Protestant Reformation change England?
Focus:
Who were ‘the Tudors’?

What was young Henry VIII like?

Why did Henry VIII ‘Break with Rome’?

Who was Martin Luther and why did he protest against the Catholic Church?

Why was religion so important to people in Tudor times?

Why did Henry VIII dissolve the monasteries?

What were the consequences of religious turmoil?

How far did England become a Protestant country during Tudor times?


	Topic:  Why did the Normans invade and did they bring a ‘truckload of trouble’?
Focus: 
Why did William, Duke of Normandy, think he should be King of England?

Who was best prepared for the Battle of Hastings?

Why did William win the Battle of Hastings?

What problems did William face as King of England?

What were the strengths and weaknesses of Motte and Bailey castles?

What was the Feudal System and how did it help William to rule?

What was the Domesday Book and how did it help William to rule?

How significant was the Norman Conquest?

How far do you agree that the Normans brought a ‘truckload of trouble’ when they invaded England?
	Topic: ‘Nasty, brutish and short’: Is this a fair assessment of life in medieval England?

Focus:
What was life like in a medieval village?
What religious beliefs did medieval people have?
How were the sick treated?

What was the Black Death of 1348?
How did trials work in medieval England?
Topic: How did Miranda Kaufmann uncover the lives of the Black Tudors?

How did Kaufmann uncover the life of John Blanke?

How did Kaufmann uncover the life of Mary Filis?

How did Kaufmann uncover the life of Diego?

	Topic:  To what extent did the world turn upside down in England in the 1640s?
Focus:

What was Divine Right of Kings and why did it cause conflict?

What caused the English Civil Wars?

How was the English Civil War fought?

Why did the English execute their king in 1649?

What was the Interregnum?

Why did some people think that the world had turned upside down?

What were they key events of the Restoration?




