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English Year 9 Learning Overview

	Autumn Term
	Spring Term
	Summer Term

	Topic: Blood Brothers 
Focus
Genre: Tragic Conventions 
Character studies:  Explore how characters are presented: physical appearance; their actions and motives; what they say and think; how they interact with others; what others say and think about them; any direct or implicit revelation of author’s attitude to them.
Contextual studies and Themes: Liverpool in the 1960s and 1980s, class, poverty, gender roles, discrimination.
Dramatic Structure: The division of the play into acts and scenes, how the drama is set up and resolved in the opening and ending of the play, conflict and change.
Dramatic Speech and Language: Dialogue, a character’s personal vocabulary and syntactic patterns that project a certain way of seeing the world, which fits with/subverts stereotypes.
Stagecraft: dramatic irony, stage directions
lighting, status.
	Topic: Raising Your Voice: Writing for Audience and Purpose
Focus

Writing for Purpose and Audience 
Themes and Public Figures: Discrimination, Human Rights, Current Affairs, Barack Obama, Martin Luther-King, Greta Thunberg, Emma Watson.
Text Types: Formal letter writing, writing an article 

Crafting content: The Art of Rhetoric: Ethos, Pathos and Logos, testimony, anecdote and facts. 
Vocabulary: Anecdote, rhetoric, statistics, facts, emotive language, rhetorical questions, imperatives. 

Structuring Viewpoint Writing: Discourse markers for sequencing, illustrating and emphasising, effective planning. 

Grammatical structures: Use a variety of sentence forms for effect.
Punctuation: Accurate use of full stops and commas, colon, semi-colon.

	Topic: Shakespeare Romeo and Juliet
Focus
Genre: A Tragic Play  

Character studies: Conflict associated with a character,
pathos associated with a character.
Contextual studies and Themes: Elizabethan England, The Italian Renaissance, the role of women, patriarchy, loyalty, love. 

Dramatic Structure: A classic five-act Shakespearean play includes: introduction, exposition, complication, crisis, resolution and denouement, linearity, chronological events, flashbacks, climax.
Dramatic Speech and Language: Dialogue, use of monologues

Soliloquy, metaphorical, poetic, symbolic.
Stagecraft: Dramatic irony, entrance/exit with opening and closing lines.


	Topic: Creative Writing 
Focus
Narrative Writing 

Crafting content: establishing setting, creating tone and atmosphere, establishing character, planning plot. Vocabulary: Adverbials, verbs – present and past participle, prepositions, describing nouns, crafting imagery. 

Plot structures: chronological, circular narrative ‘zooming’ in and out.
Grammatical structures: compound sentences using semi-colons and connectives, complex sentences.  
Punctuation: accurate use of commas and full stops, securing the use of the semi-colon. 

	Topic: Raising Your Voice: Poetry 

Focus

Maya Angelou, Still I Rise 

John Agard, Flag 

Harry Baker, Paper People 
Themes: Protest, Equality, Identity, Conflict 

Poetic Structure: stanza length (example: couplet, tercet, quatrain, sestet, octave etc.), shape, regularity, line length, shape, regularity.
Poetic Imagery: symbol, motif, simile, metaphor.
Poetic Sound: voice, tone, alliteration, sibilance, rhyme, rhythm.
	Topic: Sinister Stories 
Focus

Short Stories from a variety of authors such as Roald Dahl.
Genre: Crime and Mystery. 
Character Studies: The focus given to different characters at particular points in the story, the empathy attached to a character, the way a character can be subverted.
Contextual Studies and Themes: Gender Equality, Crime and Punishment.
Narrative Structure: use of flashbacks, reliable and unreliable narrators, foreshadowing, development of an incident, an idea or the story, suspense, tension.
Language Analysis: colloquialisms, dialogue, irony, figurative language. 



